
 

May 1, 2021 

Dear St. Charles Parishioner, 

 

I am very excited about the renovation project that the Diocesan building committee approved for St. 

Charles.  I have seen before how a renovation of a building can also be a rejuvenation or rebuilding of the faith. 

We believe this building will be the site of worship for generations to come.  Our St. Charles Parish Council in 

concert with the Diocese in December 2019 entered into a process for the renovation of the rectory.  The 

people that built the St. Charles rectory and church in 1967 used high quality materials. As an example, the 

builders used 38 solid wood doors and the floor is quite simply a bomb shelter.  They spent just under 

$400,000, which would be over three million in today’s money.  Our forebears built with quality and sacrificed.  

We have great “bones” to work with and now it is our time to continue investing into our future church home.  

We have optimism for our church to bloom long into the future.  We do, however, need to water it.  The 

design of the rectory was for a different time with four apartments, one for the pastor, the associate (parochial 

vicar), the housekeeper and the bishop (or guest).  We have very different times today!   

 While exploring the rectory renovation other needs became apparent, including updates to the 

heating and cooling system, electrical, and asbestos removal.  The importance of hospitality, essential in all of 

our lives, became a clear need that especially stood out.  The space between the rectory and the church, an 

area that is a falling hazard because of ice buildup and often the site of leaves and debris, would become a 

warm and welcoming addition to this church.  This space will have a bigger entryway to accommodate 

weddings and funerals: a casket, guest books, and guests. It would also alleviate the congestion entering 

through the west entry.  St. Charles is the largest church in Oakes and has often hosted funerals for other 

Christians in Oakes.  The new entrance would also be in the southeast, where several currently enter now.  It is 

more pleasant to enter our church from that direction than walking up the long sidewalk on the west, 

especially in the winter months.  This new space will also have a family room/hospitality room that would 

allow for gatherings that are more intimate, e.g., bridal and baby showers, family gatherings at funerals or 

weddings.  When entering parishioners and visitors alike will clearly see the business manager’s office with the 

pastor’s office next to it. The restrooms would be larger and handicap accessible.  When the pastor desires to 

invite people into the rectory, it could be a place of hospitality for Deanery meetings or parish groups with its 

bigger dining room.  I beam with excitement as I think about this opportunity for our church, now is the time!  

 There is more good news.  The Diocese has used an estate to create the Hommerding Incentive Fund.  

Our parish would be eligible for a 10 percent match on all new funds given for this project.  On top of that, I am 

so excited that as your pastor, I am making a pledge of a 5 percent match on new money given up to 1 million.  

St. Charles would receive 15% on new monies given up to a million.  Each dollar is worth 115 cents!!!  There is 

no better time than now to take advantage of these unique match opportunities.    

 The Diocesan building committee has approved this project to move forward and fundraising efforts 

will begin soon.  As we prepare for this endeavor I am asking each parish family to complete the renovation 

project survey so we may continue gathering feedback.  The survey will allow an opportunity for those who did 

not submit suggestions on the comment cards or speak directly with the building committee members or 

myself.  You can access the survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stcharles2021renovation or by 

scanning the QR code below.    

I hope you will join me on this venture to prepare our space as a welcoming place for years to come. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us in all our undertakings!                         

Fr. Tim Schroeder 

May 1st the “Feast of St. Joseph the Worker” 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stcharles2021renovation

